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instant the child was delivered from the evil spirit. A nobleman of
Constantinople, who was infected with Eutychianism, was introduced by
one Theodorus to the saint. The holy man gave his blessing to Theodorus
but refused it to the nobleman, with a mild reproach for his schism and
heresy, who, seeing that he could only have been apprized of these cir-
cumstances by revelation, became upon the spot a most devout Catholic.
St John, by his example and counsels, conducted many fervent souls to
God, and continued in his hermitage to emulate, as much as this mortal
state will allow, the glorious employment of the heavenly spirits in an
uninterrupted exercise of love and praise, till he passed to their blessed
company soon after the year 558; having lived seventy-six years in the
desert, which had only been interrupted by the nine years of his episcopal
dignity.

His astonishing austerity, love of silence, and sublime contemplation
condemn the unmortified spirit and dissipation of the world. Interior
recollection is, as it were, the soul of Christian virtue. Without it the
most active zeal and devotion will only be superficial. A dissipated heart
can never be truly devout. One that is united with God and relishes the
sweetness of his divine converse finds the tumult of creatures and the
noise of the world an insupportable burden, and he truly understands
from experience what pure joy holy solitude is able to afford. A love
of Christian silence, or a silence of virtue and choice, not of stupidity or
sullenness, is a proof that a soul makes it her chiefest delight to be occupied
on God and finds no comfort like that of conversing with him. This is
the paradise of all devout souls.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 13 :

ST JOHN THE SILENT, Bishop : ST PETER REGALATI, who, having lost his father in his thirteenth
year, became a Franciscan friar noted for his penances; he died in 1456: BLESSED ROBERT
BELLARMINE : ST SERVATIUS, who resisted the Arians, entertained St Athanasius during his
banishment and foretold the invasion of Gaul by the Huns; a saint of prayer and penances:
and ST WALBURGA, sister to Saints Willebald and Winebald, devoted, like them, to the conversion
of Germany.
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(ABOUT THE YEAR 307)

[From his authentic Acts in Henschenius, p, 283; Fleury, &c.]

THERE lived at Rome, about the beginning of the fourth century, a certain
lady called Aglae, young, beautiful, and well born, and so rich and fond
of making a figure in the world that she had entertained the city three
several times with public shows at her own charge. Her chief steward
was one Boniface, with whom she entertained a criminal commerce. This